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Why is vocabulary such a key skill?





VIPERS





The more vocabulary 

you understand, you 

more easily you learn 

new vocabulary.

Consider the 

vocabulary you used 

to help you guess 

what the (possibly!) 

unfamiliar 

vocabulary might 

mean.



Developing Your Child's Vocabulary

• Waffling!

Business Talk Vocabulary-Rich Discussion

"Get your bag!"

"Dinner is on the table."

"Where is your bookbag?"

"That reminds me of  when..."

"Can you hear...? That's probably..."

Good opportunities for waffling may be during car journeys, while in the bath, 

at the dinner table and right when they're supposed to be going to sleep!



Adult Vocabulary Choices
• Make the most of  your business talk! Consider phrases you use a lot and the 

word choices you make. E.g. "Stop meddling!"





Reading

• The more vocabulary you have, the more easily you acquire new words. You 

need to understand around 80% of  the words in a text to enjoy and interpret 

it.

• Re-reading books is crucial to familiarise children with new vocabulary.

• Try to 'magpie' unusual words you notice in your child's reading to use in 

day-to-day conversation. Remember, what you deem to be unusual may differ 

to what your child does! They are not necessarily 'exciting' words. For 

example, 'damp'.



Thank you so much for listening to my 
'waffling'!

• https://www.hacw.nhs.uk/childrens-speech-and-

language-resources/

Seach online for 'Worcestershire Speech and Language'. It 

would also be useful to follow their Facebook page.

• Please do complete the feedback survey that will be sent 

out shortly. It helps me plan future reading events and 

workshops.
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